
Junior Cycle ‘Music’ at Coola PPS 

 

The Junior Cycle Music course is designed to enable all students, to acquire mu-

sical skills suited to their age, varying abilities and musical experiences. To this 

end, music has been defined here in terms of musicality as expressed through a 

broad set of media and genres.  

 

Junior Cycle Music focuses on giving students the opportunity to develop their 

musical knowledge, skills and cultural awareness through the practical and cog-

nitive engagement with music.  

This can be achieved through the three interconnected strands:  

 

Procedural knowledge,  

Innovate and ideate,  

and Culture and context.  



 

The students in Coola will develop their musical skills through: 

 Listening to a variety of styles and genres of music and analysing the key elements of each 

piece 

 Learning to play a new instrument– In Coola we teach the Recorder and the Ukulele. This 

not only develops their performing skills but also helps them to understand Key Signatures, 

major and minor chords, chord progressions etc. 

 Working in groups to develop their performance skills through School Concerts, mMusicals 

and  class performance activities. 

 Composing in a variety of different styles  from classical through to Modern Graphic  

 Scoring. 

 Using Music Technology to input their Compositions. The students can experiment with the 

sound of different instruments, add harmony and body percussion and listen back to their 

full composition and make necessary changes. 

 

                      BELOW IS AN EXAMPLE OF A 2ND YEAR SHORT MUSIC COMPOSITION 

  USING TRIADS AND BODY PERCUSSION 

Click here for the Junior Cycle Music Information leaflet 

http://www.coola.ie/site/uploads/departments/junior-cycle/information-brochures-2020/junior-cycle-music-information-leaflet.pdf


Practical Examination 

The class undertake a Practical in the 3rd Year of the Junior Cycle. This entails playing or 

singing 3 pieces based on learning the instrument for 3 years.  They can play any                 

instrument of their choice and in any style of music. This is worth 30% of their overall     

Music Junior Cycle Examination.  

 

 

BELOW ARE EXAMPLES OF STUDENT’S WORK PREPARING TO CREATE A GRAPHIC SCORE 

WHICH INVOLVES USING SYMBOLS AND PICTURES INSTEAD OF NOTES ON A STAVE TO 

CREATE  A MUSICAL COMPOSITION. 

 


